Cardiovascular reflexes in patients with malignant disease.
Although some authors have reported clinical features of autonomic dysfunction in patients with malignant disease only a few systematic studies have been carried out. We have investigated the autonomic function of 48 patients with carcinoma or lymphoma by testing their cardiovascular reflexes, and compared their results with those of 62 healthy volunteers. Our patients showed a smaller increase in heart rate and a greater fall in blood pressure on standing up, as well as a smaller rise in blood pressure in response to contralateral handgrip. The study group showed a higher percentage of established sympathetic lesion (54.2% vs 27.4%, p: 0.008) and of atypical pattern of global autonomic function impairment (50% vs 24.2%, p: 0.03) than the control group. Our data suggest that patients with malignant disease suffer from a definite autonomic dysfunction.